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confiscated goods in the train of our army. Massena had
hoped to get some useful information from these exiles; but
except in the neighbourhood of Lisbon they knew nothing
of their own country; while the English, who had been
going all about it for two years knew its configuration
perfectly, gaining thereby a great advantage over us.

Another cause told no less powerfully against us. Lord
Wellington, being allowed a perfectly free hand by the-
Government, used it to compel all the people to leave their
houses, destroy all provisions and mills, and retire with
their cattle to Lisbon on the approach of the French, who
thus were unable to obtain any information, and had to-
beat the country to a great distance in order to get pro-
visions. The Spaniards had constantly refused to adopt
this terrible means of resistance at the instance of the
English; but the Portuguese were more docile. We thus
crossed vast districts without seeing a single inhabitant;,
such an exodus had not been seen within human memory.
The city of Yiseu was totally deserted when we entered it,,
yet Massena halted the army there for six days. This was
a second mistake added to that which he had committed in
leaving the valley of the Mondego. If on the morrow of

3    J                            his. arrival at Viseu the French general had made a rapid,

march and attacked the Alcoba, on which Lord Wellington
had then very few troops, the fault might have been
repaired. But our delay of six days allowed the English
to ford the Mondego above Ponte de Murcelha, and to unite
their army on the ridges of the Alcoba at Busaco. No-
military writer of any country has been able to account for
J                            Mass6na's inactivity of nearly a week at Viseu, but the

J                            marshal's staff can testify that Mme N------'s fatigue hadj

j                            much to do with delaying Massena and keeping him at that

jj                            place.    The country was in arms, and it would have been

J                            impossible to leave her behind without exposing her to the-

;j                           danger  of her being captured.    Moreover, when he had

Jt                             made up his mind to start, Mass&na made only very short

marches, halting first at Tondella. The next day, Sept-
ember 26; after establishing his headquarters at Mortagoa,,
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